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Detailed Report on the Caspian Days 2012 events
In 2012 all events related to the Caspian Day that took place in the Caspian littoral subjects of the Russian Federation were held via the organization of various conferences, seminars for scholars, Olympiads, actions, and campaigns to clean-up the shores of the rivers and the Caspian.
Astrakhan oblast
Meeting devoted to the celebration of the Caspian Day

On August 6, 2012, the Meeting devoted to the organizational issues of the Caspian Day celebration took place in the Small Hall of Residence of the Governor of the Astrakhan oblast.  Among others it was attended by the representatives of the “Eco-Sistema” group of companies – namely “Astrakhansky Industrial-Ecological Complex” CJSC and “Astrakhan Eco-Service” CJSC.
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It was noted during the meeting that the main task for the Astrakhan oblast as the near Caspian subject of the Russian Federation is the conservation of the Caspian Sea bioresources for future generations and its protection against pollution with household waste.
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Aimed at this, the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection jointly with the Astrakhan oblast Administration scheduled for August 10 and 11, at the eve of the Caspian Day, holding of the next stage of environmental campaigns “Clean Coasts” and “Clean Yard – Clean Town – Clean Planet”.

There will be explanatory debates and sociological poll of the astrakhanians to identify the attitude towards the problem of environmental pollution with household waste, as well as clean-up of the Volga river and Caspian Sea coasts from the litter.

“Astrakhansky Industrial-Ecological Complex” CJSC and “Astrakhan Eco-Service” CJSC had provided the aforementioned activities with the necessary equipment and specialized motor transport for removal and disposal of collected solid household waste.

Environmental protection campaigns “Clean Coasts” and “Clean Yard – Clean Town – Clean Planet”
The recurrent stages of environmental protection campaigns “Clean Coasts” and “Clean Yard – Clean Town – Clean Planet” organized by the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast took place on August 10 through 12, 2012.

The civil society of the Astrakhan oblast as the Caspian littoral subject of the Russian Federation was not indifferent and on the eve of the Caspian Day significantly contributed to the marine environment protection against pollution.  Volunteers, scholars, concerned citizens, activists of youth organizations, representatives of local administrations, personnel and administration of the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast in pleno, and even representatives of the Astrakhan oblast Government came to clean-up the beaches. 
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The representatives of the business also actively participated in this campaign.  For years, the reliable partners of the Service in organization of campaigns are “Astrakhan-EcoService” CJSC, “AIEC” CJSC, and Astrakhan Park Inn Radisson hotel, which not only provide the technical support, but actively participate themselves in the environmental protection work.

Pursuant to the agreement with the “AIEC” CJSC (Astrakhan Industrial-Ecological Complex, CJSC) half of the wastes collected in the Astrakhan oblast (40 cubic meters) were transported to the waste sorting complex, which is now operating in the test regime.  As a result, over two thousand tons of pure plastic was obtained to be further delivered for re-processing.
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Summarizing the outcomes of the recurrent stage of the environmental protection campaigns “Clean Coasts” and “Clean Yard – Clean Town – Clean Planet” dedicated mostly to cleaning up of the river coasts and beaches all over the Astrakhan oblast, it was discovered by the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast that 4,961 ha of coastal areas were cleaned, and 2,176 cubic meters of litter was taken away from them.  That means that astrakhanians reduced the pollution of the Caspian Sea for 102.5 t as minimum.  These wastes would never be washed away from the Volga coasts into the Caspian Sea.
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In the city of Astrakhan during the campaign the volunteers freed from the domestic wastes left out by the vacationers around 29.8 ha of the urban beaches and collected 87 cubic meters of litter, among which 20 ha and totally 15 cubic meters of litter belong to the Gorodskoy island, respectively.  For comparison – in previous 2011 the nature protection campaign “Blogger against litter” resulted in the collection of 50 cubic meters of litter from the same area of the Gorodskoy island.
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Totally 3,714 persons participated in the environmental events during August 10 through 12, 2012, including: 310 volunteers in Astrakhan, and 3,404 persons in settlements of 11 municipal districts of the oblast.  The absolute leader in number of “green” activists participated in the river coasts clean-up was Kransoyarsky district – 940 persons (2.5% of district population).  Also, citizens from Narimanovsky district – 825 persons (1.8% of district population), Chernoyarsky district – 445 persons (2.2%), and Ikrianinsky district – 451 persons (0.9%) were among active participants of the campaign.
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Outreach work and sociological polls to identify the level of population awareness on sound waste management and readiness for its selective collection took place in addition to cleaning up areas from the domestic wastes under the various environmental events.

Initiatives of the Astrakhan oblast citizens to celebrate the Caspian Day 
Not only Astrakhan authorities, but the citizens themselves initiated holding of environmental events in 2012.  Thus, under the events dedicated to the Caspian Day two astrakhanians volunteered and organized independently the beaches clean-up and proposed the assistance to the Administration in holding this event. 

Mr. Alexei Dronkin who was enjoying his vacation close to settlement Krasnye Barrikady applied to the Governor of the Astrakhan oblast initiated on August 10 and 11 the cleaning up of the coastal line of the Bakhtemir river and Algaza erik in the neighborhood of Algaza town with the forces of his like-minded friends and with the strong support from the administration of Ikrianinsky district.  Some 85 persons took part in the work, which resulted in the collection of 40 cubic meters of domestic litter, and clean-up of 1 km of the coastal stripe.  The subbotnik was personally attended by the Head of administration of the Governor of the Astrakhan oblast Mr. Kanat Shantimirov and Deputy Chairperson of the Government of the Astrakhan oblast on the Operation of Life Support Systems and Environmental Safety Mr. Oleg Polumordvinov.

Mr. Shukiur Dadashev organized the cleaning of the beach and the Volga water area at Proletarsky Peninsula in the Astrakhan city and provided the photo report on the work done to the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast.  He explained that the event was also attended by the personnel of the ‘Barracuda’ café and “As-International” LLC headed by Mr. Akhmed Yakh’yaiev.  Some 21 persons took part in in the clean-up event.  Their citizen initiative resulted in the collection and transportation of 23 containers with litter.



International stage of environmental campaign “Clean Coasts” in the Astrakhan oblast 
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“Clean Water Now and Forever!” – that was the slogan for 3-d International Eco-Campaign “Clean Coasts” took place on April 26, 2012.  Citizens of the Astrakhan and Atyrau oblasts reached up to Russian and Kazakhstan coasts of the border river Kigach, respectively.

Kigach – is the major source for economic and drinking water supply of the neighboring settlements of Russia and Kazakhstan.  And pollution of its coastal stripe inevitably decline the quality of the water consumed by the population.

For the first time the idea of holding the joint Russia-Kazakhstan eco-campaign “Clean Coasts” materialized in 2009 during the meeting between Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast and Department of Natural Resources and Nature Use Regulation of Atyrau oblast at the Regional Cultural Center after Kurmangazy Sagyrbaev in the town of Altynzhar.  Since that time the campaign was taking place for the third time successively.

This year eco-units of Krasnoyarsky district, bodies of the federal and municipal power gathered at the Astrakhan shore near the bridge across the Kigach close to Koshelevka viallage.  Young ecologists from Vatazhensky, Kazakh-Aral and Krivobuzansky schools, as well as from Krasnoyarsky school № 1 took an active part in the event, and jointly cleaned the shore line of over one and half kilometers length.  Three cubic meters of collected litter, mainly of “plastic origin”, were transported to the solid domestic waste deposit.

The coastal clean-up is just the little part of the programme.  Ahead the real festive was waiting for the participants: with concert, sport competitions, and master-classes “Conserve the water resources for future generations”.

The same day the meeting of delegations of the two adjacent oblasts took place at the hospitable Krasnoyarsk land: of Astrakhan headed by the Deputy Chairperson of the Government of the Astrakhan oblast on the Operation of Life Support Systems and Environmental Safety Mr. Oleg Polumordvinov and Atyrau headed by the Deputy Head of the Oblast Department of Natural Resources and Nature Use Regulation Mr. Erbolat Umarov.

Members of delegations – representatives of environmental protection agencies and municipalities – discussed the global problem of lack of pure fresh water.  Kazakhstan colleagues showed their high interest in the continuation of mutually beneficial collaboration in environmental sphere.

In conclusion of the meeting the representatives from Russia and Kazakhstan planted the sapling of the weeping willow at the shore and unanimously decided to enlarge the alley of friendship started with the new trees next year.



Republic of Kalmykia 

Workshop “Habitat – 21 Century”
The Lagan district library in Kalmykia had held the workshop “Habitat – 21 Century” for staff members of rural and school libraries of the district. 

Such lections as “Ecology of Contemporaneity”, reflecting the present problems of ecology, legislative materials on the environment, and “Ecology and Regional Ethnography”, which not only noticed the environmental problems in the Republic in general, but the problems of the only one in the Republic Lagan district that have the access to the Caspian Sea, were made. 

Activities of the Children Club “Travelers for Rainbow”
The Northern rural library of the Lagan district has the children environmental club “Travelers for Rainbow”.  It consists of the young- and mid-aged kids.  In the beginning of the summer 2012 this Club carried out such environmental activities as game-trip “By the Trails of the Homeland”, game “Field of Miracles” dedicated to “Ecology of Kalmykia”.  The environmental problems of the Lagan district and the Caspian Sea found their reflection in these events. 

Also, the Children Club carried out the so called ecological landing “Clean Village”.  Children cleaned up the streets of the village from domestic wastes, as well as they cleaned up the water channel to the Caspian. 

Book Exhibition “Ecology, Environment and Human”
On June 5, 2012, the World Environmental Day, Day of Ecologist, the Lagan Library had held the book exhibition “Ecology, Environment and Human”.  That day became the day of information on “Ecology. Book. We”.  Various ecology and environmental issues oriented books were presented at this exhibition.  And due to the fact that the Lagan district is the only one in the Republic of Kalmykia with access to the Caspian Sea the significant part of the literature at the exhibition was occupied by the books on the Caspian. 

Environmental events on landscaping in the Lagan district 
The one-month campaign on cleaning up and landscaping area in Lagan city and rural municipalities took place in the Lagan district in April 2012.  The participants included staff members of district institutions, citizens and scholars of the district.  The streets of cities, towns and villages, and the Caspian Sea coast were cleaned from the domestic litter. 
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Workshop-lecture for pupils of the Republican schools
The Ecological-Biological Center “EcoPro” of the Kalmyk State University had held in the summer 2012 the workshop-lecture for the pupils of the Republican schools on urgent and acute environmental problems in Kalmykia, including the problems related to the Caspian Sea level fluctuations, sturgeons conservation etc.  This event was supported by the Institute of Integrated Studies of Arid Lands under the federal projects “Ecology of Russia” and “My Ecology” at the premises of the School of Olympic Reserve. 
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This event was aimed at not only scientific theoretical knowledge, but at the civic patriotic education of the young generation, that each would feel responsible for the Republic and care about the environment. 
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Republican Seminar “Modern Approaches to Organization of Environmental Education” 

The Republican Seminar “Modern Approaches to Organization of Environmental Education” took place on the base of the budgetary educational institution for supplementary education of children “Ecological-Biological Center of Scholars” in 2012.  This Seminar was organized aimed at the improvement of the quality of environmental education of kids, training of teachers, pedagogues of ecological/biological direction, methodists, tutors of pre-school institutions and to share experience.  The Seminar was attended by 53 specialists from 11 districts of the Republic and from Elista. 

The participants of the Seminar were get acquainted with the experience gained by the teachers, pedagogues of complimentary education of Iki-Burulsky district, tutor of pre-school institution from Elista, and specialist from the National Library. 

The specialists from the environmental protection organizations (Department of the Federal Service of Natural Use Surveillance for the Republic of Kalmykia and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Kalmykia) presented information on the environmental problems of the Caspian Sea and its coast, identification and disposal of unauthorized dumps, and necessity in environmental education and enlightenment of population. 



Sociological Poll on Environmental Problems 
On May 3, 2012, the students of the Russian State humanitarian University jointly with Kalmyk Regional Branch of All-Russian Public Organization “Young Guard of the United Russia” carried out the sociological questionnaire among the citizens of Elista to identify the urgent environmental problems of the Republic of Kalmykia.  This poll was performed within the “My Ecology” federal level project. 
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Over a hundred persons were questioned with regards to the environmental situation in the Republic, and its changes.  Moreover, citizens made proposals on addressing environmental problems both the global and the local nature.  The sociological poll included the problems of the Caspian Sea and its coast among other environmental problems of the Republic. 
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Interregional Scientific Conference “Interaction of Cultures of the near-Caspian Nations”
On February 18, 2012, the Interregional Scientific Conference “Interaction of Cultures of the near-Caspian Nations” dedicated to 100 anniversary of the Russian archeologist and ethnographer, Honoured Scientist, Doctor of Historic Sciences, professor Mr. Uruibdjur AErdniev (1910-1999) was held in Elista.

This scientist founded the fundamental basis and personnel of the highest historic school of Kalmykia.  Before the Great Patriotic War (World War II) he was training teachers of history at the Pedagogical Institute in Astrakhan, while during the deportation period he worked at the Novokuznetzk Pedagogical Institute.  In 1970 Mr. AErdniev headed the Chair of the USSR History at the Kalmyk State University.  Further, as a result of his efforts this University obtained the Chair of General History. 
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The scientific heritage of Mr. AErdniev is in demand currently as well.  It is deeply symbolic that his monograph “Kalmyks: historic-ethnographic essays”, which he wrote over forty years ago, currently found its continuation in its new publication under the “Nations and Cultures” series.

The organizers of the event included the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science of the Republic of Kalmykia, Kalmykia State University (KSU) and Kalmykia Institute for Humanitarian Studies (KIHS) of RAS.

The imposing scientific forum was attended by not only Kalmykian scientists, but their colleagues from seven subjects of the Russian Federation and from Kazakhstan.

The plenary session covered the presentations of the KSU Chancellor Mr. Badma Salaev, the KIHS Director Ms. Nina Ochirova and others. 

The same day the scientists took part in the work of the sections “Problems of Archeology and Ethnic History of the Near-Caspian Nations”, “Economic-and-cultural and Socio-political links of the Near-Caspian Nations”, “Ethno-cultural and Socio-cultural interaction of the Near-Caspian Nations”, and “Historical Education and History as the Science in the Near-Caspian Region”.




Republic of Dagestan
The youth educational inter-regional forum “Caspian-2012” took place in Dagestan on September 18 to 23, 2012, at the premises of the sanatorium “Caspiy” located in Manas town.
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The forum represents the complex of events, including theoretic and practical training, educational programmes, discussion clubs, interactive areas, VIP-lectoriums, master-classes, and meetings with public figures, heads of bodies of state power.  The forum’s objective is the establishment of an educational platform and conditions for the development of inter-cultural and inter-ethnic dialogue of youth form the subjects of the Russian Federation and the North-Caucasus Federal District, formation of all-Russian civil identity, ethno-cultural development, and formation of considerate attitude to ecology of the Caspian and coastal habitats.
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The all-Caucasus youth forum “Mashuk-2012” took place in July-August 2012.  The issues related to the Caspian Sea environmental protection were discussed among other important issues during the events of this forum.

“Best Environmental Project” – an award of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Republic of Dagestan in 2012
The issues related to the sustainable development, reduce of natural resources consumption, growth of economy energy efficiency are today formulated as the priority tasks of the state.

To establish the additional incentives for the implementation of these tasks, attraction of public attention to environmental problems, encouragement of institutions performing the enlightenment activity in the environmental sphere, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Republic of Dagestan established the award “Best Environmental Project”.  This award goes to enterprises that implement the projects in the field of resources saving, enterprises’ runoff treatment, increase in environmental effectiveness of the Dagestan economy, as well as to public organizations, scientific research institutes, higher education institutes, scientists, inventors, journalists, students and aspirants.
Dagestan Republican Branch of All-Russian Public Children Environmental Movement “Green Planet” had held the contest of the 10th international and 10th All-Russian Children Environmental Forum “Green Planet 2012” dedicated to the 40th anniversary of the World Environmental Protection Day.  The final results of the Forum will take place in Moscow on October 29 through November 1, 2012.  Young representatives from Russia’s regions and other participating countries will be invited to the concluding events of this Forum. 
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“Republican Ecology-Biological Center of Students” (REBC) had held in 2012 the regular Republican Contest “Day of Birds”, which is the activity that takes place in educational institutions of the various types during the academic year.  The goal of the Contest – is the wide involvement of scholars into the work on conservation and increase the ornithological fauna, propaganda of its representatives protection, establishment of considerate attitude to birds of their region.  This Contest was organized with the assistance of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Dagestan.
The Republican Contest dedicated to the World Water Day was organized by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Dagestan on March 22, 2012, aimed at the attraction of students to current problems of water bodies’ pollution, as well as growing of interest to practical participation in the conservation of the natural ecosystems.  Its goal is the attraction of students to current problems of pollution of the water bodies, measures to improve their ecology, formation of eco-culture of kids and teens, development of their creative abilities, activism and initiativiness, attraction of students to direct participation in organization and carrying out of activities to clean water of small rivers, water bodies, springs and their coastal areas.  Students of general schools and entities of supplementary education for kids took part in holding of World Water Day.  The children age varied as follows: 7-11 years, and 12-16 years.

With the support from the WWF the large scale project “Eco-Troops – 2011” was completed in 2012, activities of which included big campaigns to clean-up protected areas from litter, and installation of 12 vivid informational billboards in 2 parts of the reserve and in three zakazniks.  In the reserve, protected zones and zakazniks over 324 ha were cleaned from the litter (165 tons).  Some 11 unauthorized dumps located in the protective zones of the reserve and in the zakazniks were eliminated.  The works under this project were covered by three TV-programmes, at 4 websites, and in two regional newspapers.  Over 1,000 persons participated totally in the actions and events of the project; they include personnel of the reserve, scholars, local inhabitants, workers of enterprises and institutions etc.
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