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1.  Introduction

In accordance with the environmental policy of BP, a post drill environmental survey was carried out around the SDX-5 well (Figure 1.1) in August 2010.  

[image: image4.wmf][image: image1.png]9360000i
9380000
24l |

g/

/.
4\?0000 |
%
9460000

|4480000
|4460000

|444000

I 4420000 (

4

>





Figure 1.1
Location of Shah Deniz Contract Area & SDX-5 Well Site. 

1.1. Existing information 

A baseline survey was carried out around the SDX-5 position in August 2007. Regional surveys have been carried out within and around the Shah Deniz contract area in 1998, 2000, 2001, 2005, 2007 & 2009.

1.2. Scope of work
The objective of the survey is to provide data on the current status of the benthic environment in the vicinity of the SDX-5 well drilling location 

· To provide information on the current sediment chemistry, macrobenthic fauna and physical characteristics 

· Compare the data collected with data from the baseline survey completed in 2007.

· If the changes to the sediment chemistry, macrobenthic fauna and physical characteristics in the vicinity of the wellsite location are identified, assess if they can be attributed to natural or anthropogenic stresses. 

· If changes observed are considered to be associated with anthropogenic stress, this should be highlighted and the potential role of BP’s construction and production activities should be assessed.

1.3. Survey design
The survey design was based on the 2007 baseline survey and consisted of 13 sample stations, the layout of stations is given in figure 1.2. Due to the presence of a Navy prohibited area, no samples could be taken to the west of stations 14, 9, 4 & 1. 
The position of station 8 has been moved 25m east, as this was originally located on the SDX5 well position. Station coordinates and the sample analysis plan is given in section 2 of this report.
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Figure 1.2
Location of Sample Stations SDX-5 Post Drill Survey 2010

1.4. Comparable Data

In addition to the 2007 SDX-5 baseline data, comparisons will be made to SD Regional stations 31 and 32, which are located in a similar depth and position to the SDX-5 well site. Figure 1.3 below indicates the position of SD Regional sample stations in relation to the SDX-5 position. 
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Figure 1.3
Positions of SD Regional Stations and SDX-5 Well Site

1.5. Drilling Discharge and Spill Data

Table 1.1 below gives the drilling discharge and spill data for SDX-5.  Drilling was carried out by the Istiglal drilling rig and commenced on 19 June 2008, reaching the target depth on 28 January 2009.

Water Based Mud (WMB) was used in drilling operations with no reports of discharges or spill’s of Synthetic Base Mud (SBM). However, it has been noted in the EIA technical note that the lower hole sections of the well would be drilled using an SBM system.
A total of 1007 metric tons of drill cuttings were discharged along with 293m3 of associated WBM. An additional free discharge of 713m3 of WBM has also taken place.

Table 1.1
Drilling Discharge Data SDX-5

	Date
	Drill cuttings discharged

(MT) 
	WB Drilling fluids discharged adhering to drill cuttings (m3)
	Free discharged of WB drilling fluids (m3)
	Hole Section Interval

	20/06/2008
	269
	60
	90
	42"

	21/06/2008
	0
	0
	57
	42''

	23/06/2008
	42
	18
	17
	32''

	24/06/2008
	152
	64
	108
	32''

	25/06/2008
	0
	0
	70
	32''

	26/06/2008
	0
	0
	50
	32''

	27/06/2008
	44
	28
	32
	28''

	29/06/2008
	0
	0
	0
	28''

	09/07/2008
	37
	17
	44
	28''

	10/07/2008
	71
	14
	38
	28''

	14/07/2008
	17
	12
	52
	28''

	15/07/2008
	127
	28
	46
	28''

	16/07/2008
	170
	27
	41
	28''

	17/07/2008
	42
	15
	39
	28''

	18/07/2008
	36
	10
	30
	28''

	24/07/2008
	0
	0
	0
	28''

	Total
	1007
	293
	713
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