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1. Introduction

The framework Convention for the Protectiontled Marine Environment of the
Caspian Sea (named as Tehran Convention due $@iisig ceremony in Tehran on
4™ November 2003) is the first legally binding agresmaimed at prevention and
reduction of pollution, restoration the environmeunsing the Sea's resources in a
sustainable and reasonable manner and cooperatmmotect the environment, which
entered into force on August 12, 2006. This dateoissidered as a milestone in the
history of environmental cooperation in the Casgragion.

Celebration of the Caspian Day was decidatiaf-irst Conference of the Parties
(COP 1) to the Tehran Convention in Baku (Azerb@ijan 2007. Since then, Caspian
Day is celebrated on 12 August annually in theod#t countries in order to draw
public attention to the need to safeguard the wniGaspian Sea environment and
make the protection of the marine environment ef @aspian Sea a responsibility of
each and every individual.

The 2016 Caspian Day Celebration program iR.l.Iran consisted of various
events such as coastal clean-up activity, workshiopghe residents of coastal cities
and some entertainment programs. The objectivheptesent report is to provide a
final report on implementation of the Caspian Daylran according to the Small-
Scale Funding Agreement between United Nationsanuent Programme (UNEP)
and Department of Environment of Iran. The finahstatement for the whole activity
is provided in Annex.
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2. Iran's Coastal Areas by the Caspian Sea

Iran is subdivided into thirty one provincesch governed from a local center,
usually the largest local city, which is called thapital of that province. The
provincial authority is headed by a Governor-Gehendho is appointed by the
Minister of the Interior subject to approval of ttebinet.3 of these provinces namely,
Gilan, Mazandaran and Golestan lie along the Caspéa.

« Gilan Province: It lies along the Caspian Sea, just west of thevipce of
Mazandaran. The total area of Gilan province i942 knf and has a population of
approximately 2.5 million. It has a humid subtr@piclimate with by a large margin
the heaviest rainfall in Iran: reaching as high B900 millimetres in the
southwestern coast and generally around 1,400nmeittes. Rasht, the capital of the
province, is known internationally as the "CitySifver Rains" and within Iran as the
"City of Rain". Rainfall is heaviest between Sepiemand December because the
onshore winds from the Siberian High are strondmstjt occurs throughout the year
though least abundantly from April to July. Humydis very high because of the
marshy character of the coastal plains and camr@@gercent in summer. The main
harbor port of the province is Bandar-e Anzali. Brezali Wetland (about 193 Kin

Is internationally known as a habitat of migratbigds and is located on the southern
coast of the Caspian Sea in Gilan province. It veggstered as a Ramsar site (150
km?) in June 1975. The wetland displays a spectawigav. Its aqua atmosphere is a
suitable bed for the spawning of various typesigif,fwhich play an important role
in the economy of the region. This wetland is orietr@ best and appropriate
surroundings for various waterfowls. Hundreds afcps of migrant birds choose to
settle in this area for breeding.

CaspianSea' ; d | .
f’%@; % 7 i Caspian Sea
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 Mazandaran Province:Mazandaran is located between Gilan and Golestan
provinces on the southern coast of the CaspianiSeas an area of 23,842 kand

a population of nearly 3 million people. Sari i tlargest and the capital city of
Mazandaran province. Mazandaran is one of the derstely populated provinces in
Iran and has diverse natural resources, espedatig reservoirs of oil and natural
gas. The province's four largest counties are Bahpl, Amol and Qaemshahr. The
diverse nature of the province features plains, iripgg forests and
rainforest stretching from the sandy beaches ofGhspian Sea to the rugged and
snowcapped Alborz sierra, including Mount Damavan® of the highest peaks and
volcanoes in Asia, which at the narrowest point sleahr County) narrows to 8
Km. The province enjoys a moderate, subtropicamale with an average
temperature of 25 °C in summer and about 8 °C imevi Mazandaran is a major
producer of farmed fish and aquaculture providegvgortant economic addition to
traditional dominance of agriculture. Another imiamit contributor to the economy
is the tourism industry, as people from all of lemoy visiting the area. Mazandaran
is also a fast-growing centre for biotechnology amil engineering.

- Caspian Sea | \ Caspian Sea

* Golestan Province:This province is located in the north-east of tleirtry,
south of the Caspian Sea. Its capital is Gorgarleskan was split off from the
province of Mazandaran in 1997. It has a populatbmlmost 1.7 million and an
area of 20,380 km2. Golestan enjoys a mild weahera temperate climate most of
the year. Geographically, it is divided into twoctens: The plains, and the
mountains of the Alborz range. In the eastern Adbsection, the direction of
mountains faces northeast and gradually decreadesight. Miankaleh Peninsula is
a narrow but long peninsula in Mazandaran Provindde north of Iran situated in

the extreme south-eastern part of the CaspianT™ealong and narrow peninsula is
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48 km long, and between 1300 and 3200 meters widsets apart the Gorgan
Bay from the Caspian Sea. The elevation of thenseié from the sea level is 23
meters.
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3. Caspian Day Activities in I. R. Iran

3.1 Caspian Day Celebration in Golestan Province

Caspian Day ceremony was performed by an active N&®@ed Yarane Turkman in

Golestan Province. Since the Caspian Sea is nats éalling period, a half-day event

was held in Bandar Turkman Harbor with presenceloctl stakeholders, local

governors of the Province, experts, NGOs and fireberto discuss and review the
reasons and the impacts of water level decrease.
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Then a set of different fun activities such as dngwcontest for kids aged 7-10, Beach
volleyball match, waste separation game and oth&r@&inment programs were held
for participants.
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The banner calling for the beach volleyball matohiee occasion of the Caspian Day
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3.2 Caspian Day Celebration in Mazandaran Province

In order to develop a sense of participation fdioreal use of the sea as well as to
motivate and enhance knowledge and awareness dehstaders and local
communities to protect the environment of the Casi8ea, a ceremony was held in a
common public beach in Sari, Mazandaran Provindé#ei@nt activities such as music
festival, an exhibition of women handmade produantsl environmental education,
street theater and a workshop were also manadseldone in the ceremony.

The organizer of the ceremony was a local NGO naMebrvarzan Zamin-e-Pak
(Clean Earth Friends). The celebration inauguratil some official speech by local
authorities.
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Street theater on the Caspian Day ceremony
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3.3 Caspian Day Celebration in Gilan Province

On the occasion of the Caspian Day different amtiwiwere done by different NGOs
in different part of the Province. These progran®ude: holding an event in order to
make tourists familiar with the concept of Tehrawmn@ention along with local

customs in coastal recreational areas of the Pceyinolding a drawing workshop for
kids with the subject of Caspian Sea Ecosystempagoegion and distribution of

brochures with information about Tehran Convention tourists and local people,
drawing and sculpture contests on Tehran Converatiwh protection of the Caspian
Sea ecosystem.
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The banner calling for the Caspian Day ceremorfgilan Province
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Written with shell under the seal sculpture: | hgweright to live
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Annex |

National Convention Lisison Officer

DOE- L. R. Iran

Showte—""

"

Budget
(indicative budget posts)
: i 1
Ne ~ Activity Costs (USS§) |
1 | Caspian Day avent activities 4,000 .
2 | Logistics and communication 1,000 “
GRAND TOTAL 5000 |
Approved: Approved:
FARNAZ SHOAIE Dr. Parvin Farshchi

Deputy for Marine Environment

DOE- L. R. Iran
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