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FRAMEWORK C0NVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE CASPIAN SEA

JVSC “LUKOIL” 

NATIONAL CONVENTION LIAISON OFFICE – ANO “CIP”

Caspian Sea DAY – 2017
THE ROLE OF THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE CASPIAN SEA IN ACHIEVEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CASPIAN SEA REGION AND INTERACTION ON THE UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
10-11 August 2017, Astrakhan, Russian Federation 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2015 (Resolution 70/1), “Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” defines the directions of the sustainable development for particular regions and states, including activities aimed at achieving a balanced and sustainable economy.

It contains seventeen sustainable development goals and one hundred sixty-nine targets, many of which are important for the activities under conventions and regional sea action plans.  Governments are responsible for the implementation of commitments to achieve these goals and targets, while the regional sea conventions are the basis for promotion of the corresponding regional activities.  The regional sea conventions reinforce the application of the ecosystem approach and form multilateral partnership for achieving the sustainable development goals.

The Declaration adopted by the UN General Assembly contains the necessity to achieve sustainable development in its three components in a balanced and integrated manner: economic, social and environmental.

The sustainable development goals and targets are comprehensive, indivisible and global in nature and universally applicable, and therewith ensure that differences in national capacities and level of development based on national strategies and priorities are taken into account.
Goal 14 of the Agenda “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development” envisages the prevention and reduction of the marine environment pollution, inter alia, from land-based activities, including contamination by marine litter and nutrients; enhancing of scientific research and ensuring the proliferation of marine technology in order to improve the ecological condition of the marine environment and increase contribution to preserving the marine biodiversity.
Goal 13 of the Agenda “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”. Climate change forecasts in the region witness that significant climate changes in the XXI century will possibly take place. Sea level changes, global temperature increase, extreme and unpredictable weather, ice volume and land degradation can be listed as some of the issues related to the climate change in the Caspian Sea.
The Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (Tehran Convention), which entered into force in August 2006, is an international legal basis for the regional cooperation on the Caspian Sea in the field of the environment protection and rational nature use.

This document is recognized by all Caspian littoral countries as an instrument to address common environmental problems of the Caspian Sea and of the interstate cooperation to resolve them.

The Tehran Convention is, in its format, a framework one, and the specific commitments for its implementation are determined by its protocols: Protocol Concerning Regional Preparedness, Response and Co-operation in Combating Oil Pollution Incidents (2011, Aktau), Protocol for the Protection of the Caspian Sea against Pollution from Land-based Sources and Activities (2012, Moscow), Protocol for the Conservation of Biological Diversity (2014, Ashgabat), The draft protocols are also being negotiated Protocol on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context and Protocol on Monitoring, Assessment and Information Exchange.

The following are the effective mechanisms for the Tehran Convention implementation: Strategic Convention Action Program (SCAP), which is implemented through the National Convention Action Plans (NCAPs), Environmental Monitoring Programme (EMP), Public Participation Strategy and documents on interaction of the Convention and the private sector, including oil and gas industry.

Being aware of responsibility towards the current and future generations for the conservation of the Caspian Sea and integrity of its ecological system, the joint statements of the Presidents of the Caspian littoral countries at the Caspian Summits in 2007, 2010 and 2014 emphasized the significance of the Tehran Convention as an important legal instrument for addressing environmental problems of the region.

The Agreement on the Conservation and Rational Use of Aquatic Biological Resources of the Caspian Sea, Agreement on Cooperation in the Sphere of Prevention and Elimination of Emergency Situations in the Caspian Sea and Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Hydrometeorology of the Caspian Sea, adopted at the latest Summit in 2014 in Astrakhan, complement and expand the scope of the activities of the Tehran Convention in the field of sustainable development.  
In this regard, the event, which takes place in Astrakhan, 10-11 August 2017, under the Year of Ecology in the Russian Federation, is timed to the celebrations of the “Caspian Sea Day” under the Tehran Convention, might be considered as one of the most significant events in the calendar of the international environmental cooperation within the Caspian Sea region.

The event, organized by the Administration of the Astrakhan oblast, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation, PJSC “LUKOIL”, and Interim Tehran Convention Secretariat, traditionally brings together representatives of the Caspian littoral countries, executive authorities of different levels, experts, as well as business sector and academic community with a view of the professional discussion of the implementation of the provisions of the Tehran Convention in the context of sustainable development.

The event will last for two working days. 

Venue includes:

· First day (August 10) – The Great Hall of Administration of the Governor of the Astrakhan oblst (15 Sovetskaya Street, Astrakhan);

· Second day (August 11) – Corporate Training Center of PJSC “LUKOIL” (Ilyinka village).

The purpose of the event is to discuss the role and activities of the Tehran Convention and its Protocols as an effective mechanism for achieving environmentally sustainable development of the Caspian Sea region taking into account the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

To achieve this goal, it is necessary to focus on:
· The principles of environmental activities in the region and improvement the efficiency of cooperation among the Caspian littoral countries within the framework of the Tehran Convention to achieve sustainable development;

· Discussion of the Tehran Convention mechanisms, such as the SCAP, NCAP, EMP, interaction with the private sector, including oil and gas industry;

· Lessons learnt from and objectives set for the participation of public from the Caspian littoral countries in addressing environmental issues, including public participation in EIA procedures in the Caspian Sea region.

Discussions will be held in a “round table” format within the thematic sessions proposed below.
PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF WORK

10 August 2017
The Great Hall of Administration of the Governor of the Astrakhan oblast
(15 Sovetskaya Street, Astrakhan) 
	10:00–10:30
	OPENING, WELCOME ADRESSES:

Administration of the Astrakhan oblast;

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation; 

The Government of the Republic of Dagestan; 

The Government of the Republic of Kalmykia; 

PJSC “LUKOIL”;

The interim Secretariat of the Tehran Convention; 

The Parties to the Tehran Convention (the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan)



	10:30–12:20
	PLENARY SESSION:


	10:30–10:40
	The significance of conducting The Year of Ecology in the Russian Federation for the development of the regional environmental cooperation
Presentation by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation


	10:40–11:10
	Achievement of environmentally sustainable development of the near Caspian subjects of the Russian Federation in light of the implementation of their strategies for socio-economic development and the state programs for environmental protection by 2020-2025.

Presentations by the representatives of: 

 The Administration of the Astrakhan oblast;

The Government of the Republic of Dagestan;

The Government of the Republic of Kalmykia.


	11:10–11:25
	Management of aquatic biological resources of the Caspian Sea
Presentation by "KaspNIRKh" FGBU


	11:25–11:40
	The Tehran Convention and its mechanisms as the tool to achieve the UN sustainable development goals.

Presentation of the representative of the interim Tehran Convention Secretariat


	11:40–12:20
	NCAPs’ contribution to the Tehran Convention at addressing national and transboundary environmental objectives of the countries in the Caspian region.

Presentations by the representatives from the Caspian countries;



	12:20–12:40
	coffee break


	12:40–13:30
	THEMATIC SESSION - ADAPTATION OF THE EXPERIENCE OF REGIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PROGRAMMES FOR POSSIBLE USE IN THE ACTIVITIES UNDER THE TEHRAN CONVENTION IN THE CASPIAN SEA REGION: 

Moderator: representative of the MNRE of Russia



	12:40–13:00
	The main directions of the Baltic Sea Action Plan under the HELCOM Convention in the context of realization of the Goal 14 of the UNSD and participation in the United Nations Ocean Conference (New York, July 2017)

Presentation by the HELCOM Secretariat representative



	13:00–13:15
	UN SDG 14 “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development”.

Presentation by the NOWPAP RCU representative



	13:15–13:30
	Experience in implementing the UNEP Action Plan for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the North-West Pacific Region (NOWPAP) for the use of the Tehran Convention in the Caspian region. 

Presentation by the NOWPAP RAC representative


	13:30–14:00
	Access to the press

	13:30-15:00
	LUNCH



	15:00–17:30
	THEMATIC SESSION – PRIORITY ISSUES OF THE REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE TEHRAN CONVENTION IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE ECOLOGICALLY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CASPIAN SEA REGION



	15:00–16:00
	MONITORING OF POLLUTION OF THE CASPIAN SEA MARINE AND COASTAL ENVIRONMENT AND BIODIVERSITY MONITORING 

                                                Moderator: 

                                                Presentations by the representatives of:

                                                Tehran Convention (interim) Secretariat,

                                                Tehran Convention Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment


	16:00-16:20
	Environmental strategy of OOO LUKOIL-Nijnevolzhskneft during the exploitation of the North Caspian fields
Presentations by the representatives of PJSC “LUKOIL” with  co-rapporteur



	16:00–17:00
	Activities aimed at the mitigation of the consequences of the climate change in the Caspian Sea region, including the changes caused by the sea level fluctuations, in the context of the implementation of the UNSD Goal 13 “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”

                                                Moderator: The interim Tehran Convention Secretariat                 representative
                                                Presentations by the stakeholders
 

	17:00–18:00
	SUMMING UP THE OUTCOMES OF THE THEMATIC SESSIONS



	17:30-18:00
	   Transfer (Astrakhan Governor's Residence - Azimut Hotel Astrakhan)

   Walk along the embankment of the Volga river (from the monument to Peter to the hotel "Azimut"). 
   Visit the interactive educational program for children and youth 
   "Fair of folk creativity of the littoral states",

   the opening of the festive concert program at the hotel "Azimut"

	19:00-21:00
	Solemn reception (Azimut Hotel Astrakhan, Kremlyovskaya Street 4)


11 August 2017
Corporate Training Center of PJSC “LUKOIL”
(Ilyinka village, Astrakhan region)
	10:30–12:00
	THEMATIC SESSION - THE TEHRAN CONVENTION AND ENSURING ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY UNDER THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CASPIAN SEA ENERGY RESOURCE CAPACITY, INCLUDING POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS: 

                                                          Moderator: representative of PJSC “LUKOIL” 

                                                          Presentations by the stakeholders 



	12:00–12:20
	SUMMING UP THE OUTCOMES OF THE THEMATIC SESSIONS



	12:20–12:40
	COFFEE BREAK


	12:40–14:00
	MEETINGS ON DISCUSSION OF THE CURRENT ISSUES WITHIN THE TEHRAN CONVENTION 

Moderator: The interim Tehran Convention Secretariat                 representative
(by special invitation) 



	14:00–15:00
	LUNCH


	15:00–17:00
	CONTINUED - MEETINGS ON DISCUSSION OF THE CURRENT ISSUES WITHIN THE TEHRAN CONVENTION 



	12:40–14:00

14:00-17:00
	DEMONSTRATION PROGRAMME OF PJSC “LUKOIL”
Moderator: representative of PJSC “LUKOIL”



«Azimut Hotel»
Kremlin Street Building 4 Astrakhan

	THEMATIC CONFERENCE: "MODERN PROBLEMS OF PRESERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY OF THE CASPIAN REGION AND POSSIBLE WAYS OF THEIR SOLUTION"

	10:00–17:00
	Conference “Modern Problems of Conservation of the Caspian Region Biological Diversity and Possible Modalities for Addressing Them”
Moderator: V.P. Ivanov, PhD in biology, Professor of the Astrakhan State Technical University

Stakeholders presentations 


PROGRAM OF LARGE-SCALE CULTURAL EVENTS 
DEDICATED TO THE CASPIAN SEA DAY-2017
	

	August -10 
September 10

the Bratsky garden, Astrakhan
	Photo-exhibition “The Caspian Sea-2017”



	August 10

-17:00 -18:00 

Embankment of the Volga River
	Organization of an interactive educational program for children and youth

	August 10-11
   18:00-21:00
	Concert program dedicated to the Caspian Sea Day, location: the embankment of the Volga River

	August 11  
18:00-21:00
	Fair of folk art of the Caspian littoral states


	August 11

17:30 —19:00


	Excursion program on historical places of Astrakhan
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