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“Caspian Day – 2010:

Tehran Convention Regional Capacity Building

in Synergy with the Rio Conventions”
August 12, 2010, Astrakhan
Meeting of stakeholders and public representatives was held under the auspices of the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment of the Russian Federation, Government of the Astrakhan oblast and the Framework Convention on the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (Tehran Convention) with financial support from the CapEco project to discuss national mechanisms of capacity building for implementation of the Tehran Convention in the context of provision of environmental safety of socio-economic development of the near Caspian region of the Russian Federation in interaction with the Rio Conventions.
The discussions were organized by the Centre for International Projects and the Service for Nature Use and Environmental Protection of the Astrakhan oblast in a roundtable format.

The information of the near Caspian subjects of the Russian Federation on environmental protection activity was heard during the meeting and discussed in details.  Specific attention was paid to lessons learnt and problems of public participation in identification and addressing of environmental problems of the Caspian Sea, important in the context of the Tehran Convention, as well as role and forms of the state and international support to this activity.

The following recommendations were adopted based on the outcomes of the discussions: 

The participants of the meeting heard the information on the development of the Concept Targeted Subprogram “Pollution reduction of the marine environment of the Caspian Sea from the land-based sources” under the Federal Targeted Program “Environmental Safety of Russia”.  The deep interest and principal support of this initiative as relevant to the spirit of the Tehran Convention and its Strategic Action Programme were expressed.

The priorities of formation of the National Convention Action Plan in line with the major directions of the Convention activity were heard and discussed.  It was agreed to elaborate the proposals formulated in the discussion paper of the meeting, and to present them to the CIP by September 10, 2010, to account them under the preparation of the Russian position at the forthcoming theirs meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the Tehran Convention.  Along with the preparation of proposals to the NCAP, accepted under the international obligations, it is due to formulate the complete inventory of activities in the field of environmental protection, which are contained in the socio-economic development plans of the near Caspian subjects of the Russian Federation, as well as perspective for further implementation under the support of the Tehran Convention activity in the region.

The information of the representatives of the oil-and-gas industry at the Caspian was heard it was recommended to organize, within the Tehran Convention support frameworks, the contests for ‘the most environmentally-sound’ oil-and-gas company, including the component of population awareness and public involvement into assessment of such ‘environment-ness’.
The problem of optimization of financial provision of public environmental protection activity in the region, including at the costs of effective utilization of the Russian Federation contributions under its participation in the international structures, as well as through the formation of environmental partnerships «public – business – authorities».

It was proposed to account more completely the specificity of concrete areas under the formation of system of establishment of management of international environmental protection projects locally.
The necessity to involve the wider possible circle of active people into environmental activity was stressed. 

As a result of detailed discussion of issues of environmental education and personnel training it was mentioned that such education in the Russian schools remains unfortunately facultative, while the high-school ecologists-graduators jobbing in the region is often problematic.  There are lacks to formal requirements to nominees for the state service positions in environmental sphere. 

It was identified that from the “strategic” point of view the ecological improvement of the environment should be necessarily considered as the long-term process which is determined with enough continuous term: its maximum – one (demographic) reproductive generations, i.e. not less than 20-25 years.  At this we should speak on the relevance among processes of ecological improvement of the environment, from one hand, and spiritual improvement of new generations, from the other.  As the Caspian marine environment requires the brand new respect from society, than the school (primary and secondary) in the near Caspian regions requires the new ecological education.  In this regards the specific significance is given to activities related to activity of schools and scholars in the near Caspian regions and implementation of concrete measures of ecological education. 

It was recommended to expand the information provision on the Tehran Convention, its specificities, potential capacities and actual activity on addressing environmental problems of the Caspian Sea in the higher and school ecological education practices. 

The experience gained and actual input of the Astrakhan State Natural Biosphere Reserve in formation of ecological imperative of life values of growing generations was specifically noticed. 
The participants expressed the gratitude for meeting organizers and initiators for provided possibility to familiarize with useful and diversified information and ability of having different free discussions, which allowed to fully identify the spectrum of opinions and approaches in the region to participation in identification and addressing of the Caspian Sea environmental problems, as well as agree the most important common positions of this activity.
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