The Q3 progress report (Turkmenistan)
The report is given as responses to the points, given  below
Activity 2.1.2 Development of the 2nd Draft of the Protocol on Monitoring, Assessment and Exchange of Information presented to COP-6.

The work on the 2nd Draft of the Protocol on Monitoring, Assessment and Exchange of Information continues was conducted  in Anzeli in April 2017.
The countries proposed their remarks, proposals to the text of the Protocol.

At present the first part till the PART II. MONITORING, EVALUATION, REPORTING, EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION was discussed.

At the next meeting the discussion on the text will be proceeded.  
Activity 2.2.2 Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment meeting

The activity of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment began at the PrepCom meeting in June 3, 2015, where countries presented their national experts for the Working Group (WGMA). From Turkmenistan these are Ballyyev Batyr- Head of Environment protection Department of the State Committee of Environment protection and land resources of Turkmenistan and Kirliyev Hashgeldy – the Head of “CaspEcocontrol” Service of the mentioned State Committee.
At the 2nd  meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment (WGMA) which was held in Anzeli,IR Iran, April 2017  WGMA agreed to accept the list of Maximum Allowable Concentrations (MACs) of  marine  water pollutants currently effective  in Azerbaijan,  Kazakhstan,  Russia and Turkmenistan as interim Caspian Regional Water Quality  Standards for 5 years  starting from the date of the Protocol on monitoring, assessment, access to and exchange of information   entry into force.

At the meeting were discussed such issues: " Caspian Regional Water Quality  Standards", “Caspian Regional Sediment Quality Criteria” , “ CASPCOM possible contribution to implementation of Tehran Convention”, " Procedures for monitoring data exchange".

Upon discussions, WGMA agreed as follows (with some reservations indicated below).

Subject to reporting and exchange are original data from all EMP stations, while data from national monitoring network are to be reported optionally. Generally, the data are to be submitted annually by the end of the year following the reported year but Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan felt that they might need more time to prepare their data for submission.

Data for all  types of media (water, sediments, biota) sampled at the  EMP stations are subject to reporting and exchange while the data from reported (exchanged) national monitoring stations my cover all or selected types of media. At the same time, as Azerbaijan proposed, exchanging of biota data could start at a later time when all countries would be prepared to make that type of observations.
To establish minimum data quality control procedures to be applied at the national level prior to data submission, WGMA agreed to review the relevant procedures used by the Black Sea Commission. A document describing such procedures developed by the Black Sea Commission is to be distributed among the WGMA members for their evaluation as to whether those procedures can be used in the Caspian Sea.

Information on certified labs participating in the monitoring activities is to be attached to the submitted data, including name and  postal address of the laboratory,  name of the head, contact information of the head, short description of methods and instruments used to determine concentration of certain chemical substances

The data are formally submitted to the TC Secretariat which forward it to the Caspian monitoring data centre which is a responsible organization for the data accumulating, checking, compiling and managing, designated by COP.

The 3-d meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment (WGMA) was held in Geneva, Switzerland, 15 November, 2017 in the course of the TC COP-6 PrepCom 5.

The WGMA reviewed 4 agenda items related to the WGMA Terms of Reference. 

1.Draft Table of Contents of the 2-d Caspian State of Environment (SoE) Report

This item was not on the group preliminary agenda and was added to it on the request of the PrepCom plenary meeting in accordance with the group Terms of Reference. Two versions of the Table of Contents of the SoE Report were proposed, one by Grid Arendal which followed the classical full-fledged UN format and the other by the Russian Federation which provided for a shortened social-economical description of the Caspian region which was not immediately related to environmental issues. Later, on the margins of the plenary session, Iran and Russian Federation reached an agreement that the Russian version of the SoE  Table of Contents format would be finally adopted with the additional items  introduced by Iran.

2.Caspian Environment Monitoring Program The WGMA   revisited the Caspian Environment Monitoring Program (EMP) and expressed concern about a lack of progress in its implementation. The group confirmed its support to EMP but emphasized that its implementation strongly depended on the material resources whose availability was by far beyond the WGMA member capacities. For this reason, the group recommended that the Secretariat could initiate a survey aiming at identifying the country’s efforts to start the EMP implementation in the near future.
3. Caspian Regional Sediment Quality Criteria After a brief discussion, the WGMA agreed that it was too early to make a final decision on the Caspian regional bottom sediment quality criteria (guidelines) and recommended that the existing bottom sediment data from various Caspian Sea regions were to be examined against the set of draft values proposed by Dr Ostrovskaya. Based on the results of such a comparison, the next WGMA meeting would revisit this issue.

4. Procedures for monitoring data exchange

Under this item, the group addressed three issues on which no agreement had been reached at the previous meetings.
Minimum data quality control procedures to be applied at the national level prior to data submission; Data submission formats; Organization to serve as the Caspian Regional Monitoring Data Centre with a responsibility for initial data accumulation, checking, compiling and managing.  
Activity 3.1.2 Technical upgrade of the CEIC portal/Social networks function

The hired National expert  has uploaded the files for SoE2 on portal, and has filled the contacts organizations and data sources .
Activity 4.2.1 Capacity building and training activities for NEIFPs/Final workshop

In Geneva November 2017 NEIFP had   training activities. It should be mentioned that the allocated time was not enough; the vast time was devoted to the discussion of the content of SoE2. But nevertheless the main idea of the work of the CEIC portal -  to upload files in the current version, the character of the data & info, etc. was presented.
It should be marked that the provided training was not enough; so it is strongly recommended to provide separate training study/courses to be skilled in this area.

Regarding to the SoE2

NEIO collected the relevant national data for the period of 2010 - 2016 from governmental, private and academia sources, including documents, reports and geo-spatial data;

Together with the other Member of the group expert consultations with relevant national experts and consultants in order to obtain the necessary information were conducted with the Service “CaspEcocontrol”, Hazar State Reserve, Turkmenbashy Oil refinery; National Institute of Deserts, Flora and Fauna, National Institute of Biology and medical plants, State Commetiee on Environment protection and Land resources, State Committee on Hydrometeorology at the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, ets.
In Geneva, Switzerland, 15 November, 2017 in the course of the TC COP-6 PrepCom 5 the NEIO contributed to the development of the composition and stucture of the SoE report.

After the 1st Skype meeting the NEIO began the work on collecting national data, check its scientific validity and provide with the referenceing of the sources.The collected data was summarized and analyzed.

The data included but not limited Changes in Environmental Quality; Decline in Bioresources; Damage to Coastal Habitat and Infrastructure; Ecological Impacts of Oil Activities in the Caspian region; Governance /Institutional Analyses; Socio-Economic and Developing Setting; Caspian Public Participation Startegy and Stakeholder Analysis Revisit for  producing the national sections of the Second State of the Environment Report of the Caspian Sea.

On April 23, 2018 there was the 2nd Skype meeting on finalisation the National Contributions and discussion some issues re the content  and submission of the paper. The meeting defined the deadline for Natioanl inputs. 

On April 26, 2018 the National contribution of Turkmenistan  with Annexes for SoE2 was provided to Grid Arendal.
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