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Note by the interim Secretariat 
 
 
1. Article 9 of the Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of              
the Caspian Sea (Tehran Convention) calls upon the Contracting Parties “to take measures to              
prevent, reduce and control pollution of the Caspian Sea from vessels” and instructs them “to               
co-operate in the development of protocols and agreements to the Convention prescribing agreed             
measures, procedures and standards to that effect, taking into account relevant international            
standards”. 
 
2. Article 10 of the Convention calls upon the Contracting Parties “to take all appropriate              
measures to prevent, (…) reduce and control pollution of the Caspian Sea caused by dumping               
from vessels (...)”, and to co-operate in the development of protocols to the Convention,              
prescribing agreed measures, procedures and standards to that effect”. 
 
3. Article 18 of the Convention calls upon the Parties “to co-operate in formulating,             
elaborating and harmonizing rules, standards, recommended practices and procedures consistent          
with this Convention and with the account of requirements, commonly used in international             
practices, in order to prevent, reduce and control pollution of (…) the Caspian Sea”.  

4. The implementation of the above mentioned articles includes adequate attention for the            
control and management of ballast waters from ships, which in some detail is also addressed in                
the IMO International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and              
Sediments adopted in London on 13 February 2004.  

The IMO Convention will enter into force twelve months after the date on which not less                
than thirty States, the combined merchant fleets of which constitute not less than thirty-five              
percent of the gross tonnage of the world’s merchant shipping, have either signed it without               
reservation as to ratification, acceptance or approval, or have deposited the requisite instrument of              
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession in accordance with Article 17 of the Convention.             
As of 1 October 2012, 36 states among which the I.R. of Iran (6 April 2011) and Russian                  
Federation (24 May 2012) have ratified or acceded to the Convention, the combined merchant              
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5. Supported by the IMO Technical Cooperation Program (ITCP) a Regional Strategy and            
Action Plan on Ballast Water Management for the Caspian Sea was developed and reviewed at a                
Workshop, organized by IMO in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, from 9 to 11 July 2012, to which                 
the Tehran Convention interim Secretariat contributed. The Participants - representatives of the            
Caspian littoral States nominated by the National Focal Points of the Tehran Convention and the               
Maritime Authorities - reached agreement on the text of the Strategy and recommended that it be                
submitted to COP4 “with the hope that this collective effort can form part of the tools to                 
implement the Convention and its Protocols”.  

6. The development of the regional strategy has been preceded by corresponding           
preparatory activities at the national level, including the development of national BWM strategies             
in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russian Federation and Turkmenistan. The Islamic Republic of Iran            
was one of the Pilot Countries in the first phase of the GEF-UNDP-IMO GloBallast Project, and                
has thus gained a wealth of experiences on this topic. 

7. Attached to this document is the letter dated 12 September 2012 from the IMO              
Representative of the Marine Environment Division (Annex I), the draft Regional Strategy and             
Action Plan on Ballast Water Management for the Caspian Sea (Annex II), as well as the list of                  
Participants to the Regional Workshop to Develop a Regional Strategy and Action Plan to              
implement the Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention (Annex III), at which the text of              
the Strategy was reviewed and agreed. 

8. The Conference of the Parties may wish to: 
 

● Express their gratitude to IMO for co-organizing and supporting the Regional Workshop            
to Develop a Regional Strategy and Action Plan to implement the Ballast Water             
Management (BWM) Convention;  

 
● Welcome the Strategy and Action Plan; and 

 
● Request the Contracting Parties, assisted by IMO and the interim Secretariat, to ensure             

that its implementation is integrated in the implementation of the Strategic (Regional)            
Convention Action Plan and the National Convention Action Plans, as well as in the              
reporting thereon. 
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ANNEX I 
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ANNEX II 
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Annex III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

Regional Workshop to Develop a Regional Strategy and Action Plan to implement 
the Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention 

 
Baku, Azerbaijan, 9 – 11 June 2012 
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№     Name, 

surname 
                   Organization Signature E-mail & phone 

1 Capt. Ehtiram 
Rahimov 

Deputy head  of  the  State Maritime 
Administration of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan 

  e-rahimov@ardda.gov.az​   tel: 
+994-497-44-05 (105) 

2 Mr. Alex 
Sagaydak  

IMO  ceo@olviamaritime.com  

3 Mr. Markus 
Helavuori  

IMO  mhelavuo@imo.org  

4 Mr. Shahram 
Nourbakhsh  

Islamic Republic of Iran  shnourbakhsh@hotmail.com  
0098 21 88233147  

5 Mr. Mohammad 
Bagher 

Islamic Republic of Iran  mchegini55@yahoo.com 
0098 1 525462001-6 

6 Ms. Irina 
Simonova  

Russian Federation  i.simonova@rosmorport.ru 
+ 7 495 626 1425 Int. 18-38 

7 Ms. Ekaterina 
Anatolievna 

Srebniak 

Russian Federation  srebnyakea@smpcsa.ru 
+ 7 495 626 1806 

8 Ms. Natalia 
Akulina 

Russian Federation   akulinann@morflot.ru 
+ 7 495 626 9470 

9 Ms. Nailya 
Baishuakova  

Kazakhstan  bayshuakova@mtc.gov.kz 
+7 7172 24 24 19/29 08 74 

10 Ms. Tatyana 
Demko  

Kazakhstan  demko_t@aktauport.kz 
+ 77 0144 3624 

11 Mr. 
Begenchgeldi 

Hanmammedov  

Turkmenistan  begench.83@mail.ru 
+ 993 651 61819 

12 Mr. Elchin 
Ganjaliyev  

The State Maritime Administration of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 Elhcin.Ganjaliyev@ardda.gov.a
z​  tel: +994-497-44-05 (205) 

13 Ms. Nigar 
Abdurahmanova 

The State Maritime Administration of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 Nigar.Abdurahmanova@ardda.g
ov.az​ tel: +994-497-44-05 

(231) 
14 Mr. Seymur 

Mirzayev 
The State Maritime Administration of 

the Republic of Azerbaijan 
 s.mirzayev@ardda.gov.az​  tel: 

+994-497-44-05 (118) 
15 Mr. Mahammad 

Allahverdiyev  
The Ministry of Emergency 
Situations of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan 

 mahammad.allahverdiyev@fhn.
gov.az​ 055-512-49-80 

 
16 Mr. Sohrab 

Rahimov  
The Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan 

 sohrabrahimov@hotmail.com 
 

17 Mr. Ulduz 
Rajabov  

Caspian Sea Oil Fleet   ​ulduz58@mail.ru 
050-320-25-04  

18 Mr. Miran Sepic  McDermott Caspian Contractors, Inc  msepic@mcdermott.com  

19 Mr. Madhu 
Pappala 

McDermott Caspian Contractors, 
Inc. 
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20 Mr. Oruj 
Shiriyev  

Bue Caspian Ltd.  oruj.shiriyev@topaz-marine.co
m​ +994-050-255-41-02 

21 
 
 

Mr. Namig 
Asgarov  

Azerbaijan State Caspian Shipping 
Company 

 retro555@mail.ru 
050-663-59-61 

22 Mr. Ilham Aliyev  Caspian Shipyard Company Ltd.  ilham.aliyev@csc.az  

23 Mr. Aghasef 
Xalfeyev  

The State Oil Company of 
Azerbaijan Republic 

 Agasef.Xalfeyev@socar.az  

24 Mr. Babek 
Taghiyev  

Baku International Trade Sea Port   

25 Mr. Yusif 
Mammadov  

BP  E-mail: ​mamedoya@bp.com 

26 Mr. Mehman 
Harunov  

The Ministry of Transport of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan 

 m.harunov@mintrans.az  
 

27 Mr. Niyazi 
Azimov  

Parliament of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan 

  

28 Mr. Shamil 
Huseynov 

Parliament of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan 

  

29 Mr. Fakhraddin 
Mirzayev  

Sanitary and Epidemiology Service 
in water transport.  

 sunaggem@mail.ru 
050-353-62-45  

 
30 Mr. Natig 

Guliyev 
“Monolit-D” LLC  monolit.bunker@mail.ru  
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